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Terms and Conditions
. The topic of the essay competition is:

a. Pre-university category: “Is an aging population an economic burden to Asia, and
what policy reforms are needed to address this demographic shift?”

b. Undergraduate category: “To what extent can the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) be achieved in Asia by 2030, and what specific reforms are necessary to
accelerate the process?”

. The competition is open to two categories of students in Asia: (i) all pre-university students
(including those currently enroll in A level, STPM, UEC, international schools, foundations
and other pre-university programmes) and high school students; (ii) all final year
undergraduate students.

. Submission can be from a single author or joint authored by a maximum of two authors.

. The following prizes will be awarded to each category:

First prize : RM 1,000.00
Second prize : RM 800.00
Third prize : RM 600.00

. The winning essays will be selected by a panel of judges from the Nottingham School of
Economics Malaysia and the World Bank Group Inclusive Growth and Sustainable Finance
Hub in Malaysia. The decision on the winning essays by panel of judges is final and no
appeal will be accepted.

. The essays will be judged according to the following criteria:
i) Originality / creativity of ideas

ii) Structure and presentation of the essay

iii) Depth of analysis and arguments

. Only one entry per student is permitted.
. Entries to the competition must be unique (i.e. not published elsewhere or submitted to
other essay competition) and original in content. Entries found to contain plagiarism will be

disqualified. A bibliography acknowledging references to existing work is required.

. The essays should be accessible to a wide audience. They are not meant to be academic
journal-style papers.
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The essays may include charts and tables; equations should be avoided as far as possible.

Entries must be in English. The word count should be between 1,500 to 2,000 words
(excluding charts, tables, and references, but including footnotes). Essays with less than
1,500 words will be automatically disqualified to discourage frivolous entries.

To participate in this competition, fill out the participation form at
https://forms.office.com/r/dCeZ0bXNhg and follow the instructions there to submit the
essay. The submission deadline is 28 August 2025, 23:59 Malaysia time.

For joint authorship, key in the names and info of both authors in the same boxes in the
participation form, separated by appropriate punctuation marks or spacing.

For anonymous judging, please do not write your name or your school anywhere in the
essay itself.

The essay must be submitted as a single pdf file of less than 20MB in size to the link
mentioned in the participation form. The file must be named in the following format
“[first letter of your name]_[last letter of your name]_[8 numerical numbers of your
choice].pdf”. For example, if your name is Keynes Hayek, your file name can be
K_K_13146688. For joint authored essays, use only the first author’s first letter and last
letter of the name.

Entries that do not adhere to points 14 and 15 above will be automatically disqualified.

The results will be announced at the latest in the final quarter of 2025. The organiser
reserves the right not to award any or all the prizes and shall own the copyright to the
entries. Only prize winners will be contacted by the organiser.

Close family members (defined as children) of employees in the School of Economics,
University of Nottingham Malaysia and the World Bank Group Inclusive Growth and
Sustainable Finance Hub in Malaysia are not eligible to participate in the essay
competition.

A brief video guide on how to write a good economic essay can be found here.

Questions regarding the competition can be addressed to
SiewYee.Lau@nottingham.edu.my.



https://forms.office.com/r/dCeZ0bXNhg
https://mediaspace.nottingham.ac.uk/media/t/1_evbvyzsx
mailto:SiewYee.Lau@nottingham.edu.my

