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Political Authority in International Relations:
Revisiting the Medieval Debate

Julia Costa Lopez

Abstract In international relations, accounts of medieval political authority are
divided between those who see a heteronomous patchwork of overlapping authorities
and those who claim that the era of the state started in the twelfth century. How can
we overcome this divide? I argue that IR’s current difficulties in grasping the nature
of medieval political authority stem from shortcomings in how the notion of political
authority itself has been conceptualized. Thus, rather than starting from a substantive ¢
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